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of Robespierre " ? And what must we think of this
statement in the false decree of the Senate concern-
ing " the despatch of a deputation to His Holiness,
Pius VII., to beg him, in the name of the nation, to
forget the evils he has suffered, and to invite him to
come to Paris, before returning to Rome " ? To come
to Paris! and why? Possibly to crown the King,
after he had crowned the Emperor. And that other
clause in the forged decree, promising amnesty for all
military offences, even for desertion to foreign parts,
and inspiring the wholesale return of every gmigre,
exile, and deserter: did not this do the work of the
Royalists? Moreover, who was Malct's principal
fellow-worker? An ecclesiastic, the Abbd Lafon.
He succeeded in escaping, and in a history of the
conspiracy wrote that General Malet was working,
with Messrs, de Puyvert and de Polignacs, in behalf
of the re-establishment of the legitimate monarchy.
And was not General Guidal an avowed Royalist,
whose widow, in a letter written in 1816, recalled
his services to the King, Louis XVIII. ? If Malet
had not been shot in 1812, who knows whether he
might not have been chosen Minister of War, two
years later, instead of General Dupont? Who knows
whether, from the Royalist point of view, his plot
might not have seemed a more meritorious action
than the capitulation of Baylen? Malet doubtless
thought that Jacobinism was more out of favor in
France than Royalty* This madman, this victim of
hallucinations, had, as it were, a vision of tho future*